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October 11, 2010

The Honorable John D. Dingell
Member of Congress

2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Dingell,

| write to you today to inquire about the status of the upcoming TIGER |l
Discretionary Grant Awards. As you know this funding is critical to the
State of Michigan, and we are hoping that we will be successful in bring
significant funding to infrastructure projects across the state, including
the rebuilding of the East Stadium Boulevard Bridges in Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

As the federal representative for the City of Ann Arbor, | know you are
well aware of the critical condition of these bridges and the impact they
have on the City and Washtenaw County. However, these bridges
serve a larger purpose for the economic development of Ann Arbor and
Michigan through their role in facilitating access to the University of
Michigan (UM). UM is a leader in higher education, consistently rated
among the nation’s top public universities. The research generated at
the University spurs spin off business development in the areas of
automotive engineering, health care, and scientific development.
These research expenditures exceeded $1.1 billion last year.
Furthermore, UM serves an integral role in the University Research
Corridor, which has contributed $14.8 billion in economic stimulus to
Michigan since 2007.

Therefore, you can understand the importance of maintaining access to
the University through upgrades in our region’s infrastructure at East
Stadium Boulevard. These bridges carry over 48,000 vehicles per day,
connecting to UM’s Big House, which houses over 109,000 fans on a
game day. The University itself is home to 42,000 students and more
than 35,000 employees, which live and work in communities throughout
Southeast Michigan. In the coming months UM will add 3,000 more
jobs to the North Campus Research Complex, the former Pfizer
Research facility, as well as 500 jobs at the new C.S. Mott Children’s
Hospital when it opens in 2011.
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The East Stadium Boulevard Bridges serve as an example of how critical infrastructure
projects are to economic development in Southeast Michigan. Michigan cannot
continue to attract new business development, without making our communities safe
and accessible to future employers, employees and their families.

Michigan Economic Development Corporation is hopeful that this project will be funded,
and will enable the City of Ann Arbor and the University of Michigan to continue to serve
as a role model for great economic development opportunities in the State of Michigan.
We look forward to hearing from you regarding any developments in the TIGER ||
Discretionary Grant announcements.

Cc:  The Honorable John Hieftje, Mayor, City of Ann Arbor
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