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“Heal in ¢
“Tig’ Townshlp: resident, severely -
Brein-damaged n & 1994 traffic
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= Thnnksg'lving thiz year had &
.specal low for. Arlane . Berger,
74, and her fam emf

. T11ay athered for the holiday
new house the Flush-

- gecident, shates with one of het
aonl, his wife-and two children.
“™ Har house' was bujlt with
Thinds from her: decident séttle-
“ment; and her fa.mlly s deter

-“méned Life Wil be as megningful

“B5 possible for. the' woman lef
“With physical 4 WEII as mental

: m‘\palrment.

 Her pmgress has heen awe-

: g:oms &9 has Been the help she's -
"féeeived from others, according’
" ¥ two of her Ayd chidren.

o= Raymond, 47, Lhe eldest of her
fouer- sons, :and David, 32, the

ourigest, this. wesk reoountad.
%&a of thelr mother’s dccident.

“8lid her life of dghteousness.

<o With 15 years * separutin

ﬁwm. they hold different viaws o
“Now their mother‘s fs.;th affected
them. . - -

“] used to mock her my mher
brothers did,” Rnymond sald of
his youth in Flint,”

'David saId,-"She was the most

givin person, many of us
thOUél fo a-fault. I remember a

couple of limies she didn’t know-
how she wes going fo pay her

bllls, end when | ashed her ahout
how she' had spant her money,

- family never cuui

“She taUgh tUS bywha she dld

she had given some fo (his per-
son, some to that one.”

' Raymand : concurred, “We
theught she was bemg used, We
told her there ain't rio God and to
quit giving everything away. .
But we wemn’t thinking iike she
we3.”

Their Bible-reading ‘Baptist
mother was llVin? up to the pas-
sage: “Glve, ang t shall be given
to you.” (Luke 838

“Now she's on-the recelving

" end,” said David, “Because of the

way she was liefore the accident,
4 wank i do for herdt - ..
hurch members aré showing
up to care for her ta dégme the
ive unag
ined.

""'She gave ev away
her whole lilg; and no':ivnt%er Kkids
all wnt hier ¥ have arrenjayabla
ilfe,” David said. -

1t was not just her. oldgr sons
wha derided her faith.

Raymond, a Fitht truck plam.

employee, recalls his laie father
chasing m:ms:ers away from the
door. - 7 -

“He.had. been a,ntrreligmus
He worked and ke drank. I didn’t
really know him untd 1 was old
enough fo drink, old encughto go_
to the bars,” Raymond said.

In 1981, their fatber had a-
magsive heart attack. His wife’s
church prayed. for him, and he
survived 1o embrace salvation,

He lived the lest two years of
his life a Christian. '

Raymond said he also has

: ge robabillty that she wonld never

l

been saved and has seen Ihe iif- '
ference faith has made in his lifk. {

“Thet was a micacte,” hé sm& :
“1 never thought 1'd see my ded it [
a church. I never thought I'd m ]
myself in a church.” N
David, on the other hand :
tended John R; Rice Baptist Acad-
emy. in Davison and went on
graduate from & bible college,
teachez af . Brldgegort Baptis
Academy during the day- aridy’
warks at Deip Sagmaw
ing S¢stems at night.
"He wag the agaistant paatof
unamnrkaapmchum.

driver's side'by a Jeep Cheed
whose driver had sun a red Jj
he said. He was nofified that'
mother had been taken to Hgr

Medical Ceéntér, & here
crifical condition. i
.She underwent twu ernergen' :
cy surgéries in sbort order. - -
A CAT scani showed 11ititpin: [
hemotrhages anq: Eleud 00 fer. HRR . | F 3 _ : :
braln stem, hie said, ' ' : JOUANAL nmmfsmm?ﬁbu )
"She wasin a conla the who[e' _ Dav argec (middla} and hls brothar Hay are grateful fortha progress made by thetr cd
time,” David said. “After. three! o Aﬂsﬂﬂ. since her 1964 traffic accident. ..'5 A

months the doctors fold I}B e ’LH o< , SO !}
might ot efet come ow of it-be-. -8t Hurley, she wag movedto Rl ~  Raymond and David: recal! the . David up in carlnig for théir m oth j
cause of fier age aqid the’lengt_h off verband Nussing Centet in Grand * times she responded with an T er, whopm he: %eﬂrey:z;: vse
time since the secldent.” - Blanc, whers she sturined David ‘love you, too" o each of them.  -of her left_ hand in the. acsmnt !
Her childrer weré teld of the. - ga allowing nirses to walk herin . Arleie Bergerareceived :three - and niow has an rvatically
by stepa” the Arst day. months of therapy at Rlverbend tionmg mind with an 1Q.of ?0!

. She progressed out’ of the_ before hansferring to ‘McLaren
coms. Raymond ' rémembered Rugianal Medical Center to build
first neticing her ﬁngers tapplng * skills she would need for Imng at.,

able to walk, talk or feed her
self,

f
7
1 “A lot of peaple Jive for them- 3
“Well’ you ajn" God," Rny

selves, don't do for their kigs.
Acd theq the kids don't B br :

mond fold them. fo the inspirationat muslc tapes home. - them,” David said. “She 4au t i
After three-and-a-half months her famlly supphed Hls brothers and ‘sister beck. us by what she did,” ' gh
= waanbawy . -~
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